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AN ORDINANCE OF COUNCIL AMENDING, MODIFYING AND RE-ENACTING 
ARTICLE 773 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON, 

AS REVISED, REGARDING MUNICIPAL SERVICE FEE. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON, CABELL 

AND WAYNE COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA, that Section Article 773 of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Huntington, as revised, are hereby AMENDED, MODIFIED and RE-

ENACTED to read as follows: 

ARTICLE 773 

MUNICIPAL SERVICE FEE. 
.......................................................................................................................................................... 
 

 
773.12 PURPOSE. 

 
The City of Huntington is a member of the Municipal Home Rule Pilot Program enacted by 

the West Virginia Legislature.  W. Va. Code § 8-1-5a [2007].  The legislation authorizes pilot 
municipalities to exercise broad-based home rule to improve urban and state development.  The 
legislation establishes a framework for municipalities to explore new ideas to see if they can or 
should be implemented on a statewide basis. 

 
This article is an authorized enactment under the Municipal Home Rule Pilot Program and is 

intended to prevent owners of real property within the City of Huntington from failing to remit fees, 
taxes and charges owed unto the City of Huntington prior to the transfer of the property to a new 
owner. 

 
 
773.13  REPORTING OF TRANSFERS OF REAL PROPERTY WITHIN 

CITY LIMITS; PAYMENT OF CITY FEES. 
 

(a) All transfers of real property located within the corporate boundaries of the 
City and consummated after the effective date of the enactment of this section, shall be reported, in 
writing, to the Director of Finance, by either, the closing agent, purchasing agent, closing attorney or 
any individual responsible for the consummation of a real estate transaction and the disbursement of 
the proceeds of said transfer, twenty-four (24) hours prior to the date the transaction is scheduled to 
be closed.  Prior to the closing date, the Director of Finance shall provide to the closing agent an 
accounting of all outstanding municipal service and refuse fees, and any other City fees, taxes and 
charges which are due and owing for the subject property. It shall be the responsibility of the closing 
agent to remit said fees within twenty-four (24) hours of the closing.  

 
Said fees, taxes and charges shall be remitted to the Division of Finance  within 

twenty-four (24) hours of the closing thereof, provided, that, in the event the transaction is closed on 
a regular business day after the close of business or on a Friday after the close of business, or on a 
Saturday or Sunday, or on a legally recognized holiday pursuant to West Virginia Code Article 2-2, 
as amended, such sale shall be reported to the Division of Finance no later than the close of business 
on the next regular business day.  The written report shall be made on a form to be prescribed and 
provided by the Director of the Division of Finance.  The grantor, or a closing agent on behalf of the 
grantor, shall further pay any and all refuse service fees, municipal service fees and any other City 
fees, taxes and charges which are due and owing the City for services provided to the real property 
being conveyed, over to the Division of Finance within the time periods set forth in this subsection 



 

 

 

 
for reporting the sale of such property. Any fees, taxes and charges that remain due and owing after 
the date of the transfer of the real property shall be the responsibility of the new property owner as 
said fees, taxes and charges shall assess against the real property.   

 
(b) The Director of the Division of Finance and the Director of the Division of 

Audit and Compliance, or their designees, shall have plenary power and authority to enforce this 
section by civil action in the Circuit Courts of Cabell and Wayne Counties, West Virginia, or in any 
other court of competent jurisdiction. 

 
( c) The Provisions of this Article shall apply to all real estate transactions closed 

on or after October 1, 2009. 
 
773.14  OFFICIAL SQUARE FOOTAGE FROM GOVERNMENT OFFICES. 
 
The Mayor and/or his designee may from time to time as necessary acquire official square 

footage of structures from any country or state office and may use such in computing the fee on any 
lot or parcel as outlined in Section 773.03. 

...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that these amendments shall become effective upon its 

adoption by Council and approval by the Mayor unless provided otherwise. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all other sections and sub-sections of Article 773 of the 

Codified Ordinances of the City of Huntington, as revised, shall remain in full force and effect until 

further Ordinance of this Council. 
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