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When the Huntington Outdoor Theater 
closed its doors in 2013 after 20 years of 
serving the community, theater veterans 
Tommy and Mary Smirl, Clint McElroy 
and Kevin Brady, director of the Greater 
Huntington Park and Recreation District, 
discussed the formation of a new outdoor 
theater organization. It was with the sup-
port of the Board of Park Commissioners 
that Huntington Area Regional Theater 
was formed. 

“Tommy, Mary and Clint wanted to keep 
Community Theater going in Huntington, 
and I wanted it to grow,” Brady said. “It 
seemed like we were a perfect match.”

HART kicked off its inaugural session 
with performances of “Nunsense” in June 
and Roald Dahl’s “Willy Wonka in July. 
The dates for Roald Dahl’s “Willy Wonka” 
are July 11–13, 18–20 and 25– 27.

HART will produce two shows each 
summer, but Brady said the number of 
shows each summer could increase in the 
future.

“The amphitheater is such a beautiful 
and under-utilized facility,” Tommy Smirl 
said. “I thought maybe if we could partner 
with park and theater, and make this group 
belong to the city of Huntington, that it 
could grow even more and it could involve 
the whole community in its success.”

The Greater Huntington Park and Recre-

ation District has made several repairs and 
improvements to the amphitheater, includ-
ing: painting the restroom interiors, clean-
ing and painting the amphitheater structure 
(inside and outside), improving backstage 
lighting, removing the concession stand 
inside the amphitheater, pouring concrete, 
building handicapped accessible walkways 
from the entry gate to the restroom, remov-
ing two dead trees, renovating turf areas 

in the amphitheater, installing a handrail 
down the center walkway of the amphi-
theater and improving the walking surface 
down the center aisle of the amphitheater. 
Additionally, top-quality sound equipment 
and state-of-the-art lighting has been rent-
ed for the upcoming productions. 

For next year’s outdoor theater, HART 
is working on “Alice in Wonderland” and 
Clint McElroy’s “Collis P.”

Summer outdoor theater gets new name

Members of the Huntington Area Regional Theater presented the musical “Nunsense” last month and will 
perform Roald Dahl’s “Willy Wonka” in July.

Volume 2, Issue 5 www.cityofhuntington.com

C I T Y  B E AT

Free WiFi, ‘Gigabit City’ study highlight technology initiatives
Mayor Steve Williams recently an-

nounced two significant technological ini-
tiatives that will connect more residents 
and businesses to wireless internet access 
and develop a business model for bringing 
faster Internet speeds to Huntington.

The city has joined forces with the West 
Virginia Network for Educational Telecom-
puting to provide free WiFi for one year. The 
pilot program will use broadcast frequencies, 
also known as white space, that television 
stations haven’t used since going digital. 

The system will be tested in July to 
determine its coverage area and launch 
soon thereafter. It will rely on a main hub 
at Marshall University that will commu-
nicate with antennas in the downtown 
area.

Huntington also has been selected to be 
part of the West Virginia Broadband De-
ployment Council’s “Gigabit City” proj-
ect. The Council received a federal grant 
to conduct feasibility studies on what it 
would cost to build, deploy and maintain 

an advanced, gigabit-speed broadband 
network in several cities. Huntington is 
the first city to be evaluated as part of the 
project.

The study, which will be completed this 
summer, could help Huntington secure 
funding for the network in the future. It 
will provide a 10-year plan that will in-
corporate business and residential use and 
evaluate potential revenue from a growing 
subscriber base. The city will not incur 
any costs as a result of the study.



The City of Huntington has released its 
2014 spring and fall paving list.

The list represents approximately $1 mil-
lion of paving projects across Huntington. 
The city has $480,000 remaining in this fis-
cal year’s budget for paving and $1 million in 
Fiscal Year 2015. The remaining funds will 
be applied toward the spring 2015 paving 
program.

Compiling the list began with City Coun-
cil members submitting requests to Mayor 
Steve Williams. The Mayor’s Office and 
officials in Public Works partnered with the 
West Virginia Division of Highways to pri-
oritize the requests based on traffic volume, 
road condition and other factors.

The City of Huntington uses the West Vir-
ginia Division of Highways’ paving contract. 
The work began in June and is being con-
ducted by West Virginia Paving. Here is the 
list broken down by City Council district:

July 3: Dawg Dazzle fireworks, Harris Riverfront Park
July 5: Parade, Walk/Run for Independence and Health Fair, Ritter Park

July 5-6: Huntington Kennel Club All Breeds Show, Big Sandy Superstore Arena
July 10: Pullman Square Summer Concert Series
July 11: Cinema Under the Stars, Heritage Station

July 11-13: “Willy Wonka,” Ritter Park Amphitheater
July 17: Pullman Square Summer Concert Series

July 18: Party on the Patio, Heritage Station

July 19: Picnic with the Pops, Harris Riverfront Park
July 18-20: “Willy Wonka,” Ritter Park Amphitheater

July 24: Pullman Square Summer Concert Series
July 25-27: “Willy Wonka,” Ritter Park Amphitheater

July 26: 2014 Huntington Classic power boat races, Harris Riverfront Park
July 30: “Woody Stock,” Big Sandy Superstore Arena

July 31: Pullman Square Summer Concert Series

$1 million in roads to be paved

Summer community calendar
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Employees with West Virginia Paving mill the 2700 block of First Avenue on June 18 in preparation for resurfacing. 
Approximately $1 million worth of paving work will be completed in Huntington during the next few months.

District 4
Harvey Road (Memorial Boulevard to Good Samaritan UMC)
Hawthorne Way (South Boulevard to 605 Hawthorne)
2nd Street West (8th Avenue to railroad tracks)
124 Plum Tree Lane to 1 North Altamont Road

District 5
9th Avenue (Hal Greer Boulevard to 18th Street)
Ann Street (all)

District 6
Glenway Lane (all)
Midvale Drive (Kings Highway to 195 Midvale)
Enslow Boulevard (Esker Place to Donald Avenue)
Donald Avenue (2143 Donald to cul-de-sac)
Ritter Boulevard (1535 to 1601)
Shockey Drive (8th Street Road to Inwood intersection)
Prospect Drive (all)
1400 block of Rear Neel Street

District 7
Lower Terrace (Locust Street to cul-de-sac)
Roseneath Road (Washington Boulevard to cul-de-sac)
Beverly Road (Ferguson Road to Washington Boulevard)
Perry Drive (Roby Road to Perry Street)

District 8
1st Avenue (27th to 28th streets)
Collis Avene (26th to 27th streets)
20th Street (2nd to 3rd avenues)
21st Street (3rd Avenue to Mayne Framing)

District 9
Sumner Avenue (Saltwell Road to Willoughby Avenue)
Earl Court (4th to 5th streets)


