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Opening celebrations  for
Marshall University’s  Visual
Arts Center on 3rd Avenue are
now set.

While the first day for class-
es in the building will be Aug.
25, a ribbon-cutting is planned
for 3 p.m. on Thursday, Sept.
18. Community tours will be
offered from 5 to 8 p.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 19, followed by an
invite-only celebration on Sat-
urday, Sept. 20.

The Visual Arts Center is lo-
cated in the old Anderson-New-
comb Co. building, which was
built in 1902. It will house eight
programs from the School of
Art and Design.

Marshall purchased the build-
ing in 2011. The transformation
cost $13 million and incorpo-
rates the original maple hard-
wood floors, 65,000 pounds of
new steel, smart lighting, high-
ly-efficient heating and cooling
and WiFi throughout the build-
ing’s six floors.

The ground floor features
2,600 square feet of retail space,
which is now available for lease,
and a 2,200-square-foot gallery
that will be open to the public.

Art education, art history,
fibers, foundations, graphic
design, painting, photography
and printmaking students will
study their crafts on floors
two through five in interactive
classrooms, spacious studios
flooded with natural light and
versatile flexible space to ac-
commodate various activities.
The sixth floor will be for ad-
ministrative offices.

“The students in these pro-
grams are Marshall’s most
creative thinkers and prob-
lem-solvers,” said Donald
Van Horn, dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Media. “Our
hope is that these students
will become engaged with the
downtown community. That’s
a synergy that can change
Marshall and provide endless
opportunities to improve the
downtown.”

Approximately 200 Marshall
students now are majoring in
various visual arts programs.
The new space will allow the
School of Art and Design to
more than double that number
during the next decade, Van
Horn said.
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Marshall University's Visual Arts Center on 3rd Avenue in downtown Hunfington
opens for classes on Aug. 25. A ribbon-cutting ceremony and community tours are
set for Sept. 18 and 19.

City launches new online engagement tool for citizens

The City of Huntington is pleased to an-
nounce the launch of EngageHuntington.
com, a new community engagement web-
site where citizens can collaborate with city
officials and other residents on the future of
Huntington.

The goal of the website, which was devel-
oped by MindMixer, is to get the communi-
ty involved in the planning process. The site
will be used as an online tool to generate
new ideas and feedback from citizens using

this interactive and accessible platform.

Feedback from the engagement website
will be used by Mayor Steve Williams’
administration and City Council to lay out
plans on a variety of projects.

EngageHuntington.com gives contrib-
utors a chance to share new ideas, second
others’ ideas, expand upon existing ideas
and give feedback on initiatives, working
with community leaders on a variety of top-
ics online anytime, anywhere.

The site also measures and tracks partic-
ipation, identifying the most interested citi-
zens and most compelling topics. MindMix-
er’s tools make it easy for administrators to
communicate with citizens, and they deliver
measurable results and invaluable insights
for the planning process.

MindMixer is based in Kansas City, Mo.
Since its beginning in 2010, the company
has served more than 700 communities in-
volving 1.6 million participants.
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Community rallies to support skate park

Huntington residents came together
this summer to raise money for the city’s
first official skate park, which will be
built on the west end of Harris Riverfront
Park.

The city received a $5,000 matching
grant from the Tony Hawk Foundation ear-
lier this year that required a community
match of an additional $5,000 by the end
of July.

Community organizers rallied to spon-
sor three events to raise the needed grant
match. Events included a Huntington Pub-
lic Skate Day, which was a public skating
event setup at Harris Riverfront Park; a
Critical Mass community bicycle ride; and
a silent auction and benefit concert at the V
Club. Community members also started a
Gofundme.com account to gather addition-
al funds, and “Skate Huntington” T-shirts
were sold as a fundraiser.

David Basile, owner of Mystic Metals
Body Jewelry & Organics, led the fund-
raising effort by donating $5,000 to the
skate park. Overall, the community dona-
tions totaled more than $11,000.

“A project of this nature needed full
support from our skating community and
from the general public, and that’s exact-
ly what we got,” Mayor Steve Williams
said. “Encouraging a community match
cultivated buy-in and ownership of the
skate park.

“This is a recreational amenity that
the youths in our community have been

promised for more than a decade,” Wil-
liams added. “Building it at Harris Riv-
erfront Park also breathes new life into
a community asset that has long been
regarded as the preeminent location to
enjoy the sights and sounds of the Ohio
River.”

City Council was scheduled to vote on
authorizing a $202,000 contract for the
first phase of the skate park at its Aug. 11
meeting. Construction for the skate park
will be completed in three phases, the
first phase of which is expected to begin
in September.

A skater flies over a ramp at Public Skate Day on July
13 at Harris Riverfront Park. The event was one of three
fundraisers in to raise money for the skate park.

Summer/Fall community calendar

August 16: Rails & Ales Festival, Heritage Station
August 16: Picnic with the Pops, Harris Riverfront Park
August 16: Ritter Live Concert Series, Ritter Park Amphitheater
August 21: Pullman Square Summer Concert Series
August 22: Party on the Patio, Heritage Station
Aug. 22-24: Pilot Club of Huntington Antiques Show, Big Sandy Superstore Arena
August 23: Diamond Teeth Mary Blues & Arts Festival, Harris Riverfront Park
August 23-24: Magic Valley Kennel Club All Breeds Show, Big Sandy Superstore Arena
August 28: Pullman Square Summer Concert Series
September 5: Cinema Under the Stars (“We Are Marshall”), Heritage Station

September 6: Color Run, Downtown Huntington
September 6: Chilifest, Pullman Square
September 6: Marshall vs. Rhode Island, Joan C. Edwards Stadium
September 13: Marshall vs. Ohio, Joan C. Edwards Stadium
September 14: 6th Annual FitFest, Ritfer Park
September 19-20: Ohio River Festival of Books, Big Sandy Superstore Arena
Sept. 26-28: 32nd Annual Greek Festival, St. George Greek Orthodox Church
Sept. 27: Huntington Arts and Music Festival, Ritter Park Amphitheater
Sept. 28: Path to the Cure, Downtown Hunfington



