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City of Huntington Board of Zoning Appeals 

October 1st, 2020 

Staff Report:  A petition for a Variance to allow for a free-standing sign to be less 

than the required setback from the property line in a C-1 Neighborhood 

Commercial District. 
 

Legal Ad 

BZA 20-V-13 
Issue: A petition for a Variance pursuant to 

Table 1345 to allow for a free-standing sign 

to be less than the required setback of 5 feet 

from the front property line and to instead be 

constructed in the public right-of-way of 3rd 

Avenue. The property is located in a C-1 

Neighborhood Commercial Distract at 2547 

3rd Ave, Huntington, WV. 

Property Owner/Petitioner: James T. Hall 

DDS, 2547 3rd Ave, Huntington, WV. 

Introduction 

James T. Hall is petitioning for the sign for 

his medical office to be placed on the public 

right-of-way rather than his private property. 

 

Existing Conditions / Background 

James T. Hall renovated the building for his 

dentistry office in recent years. A bush was 

removed from the area where the gravel is 

located in the photos below. The petitioner 

had a stone sign fabricated that he wishes to 

place in this spot. 

 

Five other businesses within 500 feet also 

have signs located partially or wholly within 

the right-of-way; two of which are 

monument signs, but are not located on or 

adjacent to properties with driveways or 

parking lots. 

 

Public works has already granted the 

petitioner approval following the approval 

of the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

Proposed Conditions 

The petitioner wishes to place a stone free-

standing sign just past his front yard line 

onto the public right-of-way where it will 

have greater visibility and be in alignment 

with the signs of neighboring businesses on 

the southern side of 3rd Avenue. 

 

The sign is approximately 24 SF in area. It 

stands 4 feet tall at its highest point. No 

vegetative landscaping has been proposed 

around the sign. 

 

Photos 

 
Figure 1 - Looking to the east down 3rd Avenue, the gravel area 

in the foreground is where the petitioner intends to place the sign. 

His Medical Office is visible on the right. The right-of-way line is 

marked by the red line. 
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Figure 2 - Looking west down 3rd Avenue, the Medical Office is 

visible on the left with the sign temporarily placed in the front 

yard against the column of the entryway. The red outlined shape 

is at the proposed location and represents the approximate size of 

the sign. 

Zoning Ordinance  
Article 1345 requires that all free-standing 

signs be setback a minimum of 5 feet from 

property lines. 

 

Article 1345 also requires that all free-

standing signs be surrounded by 

landscaping. 

 

Article 1345.02 .F states that "Signs shall be 

subject to the placement requirements in 

Table 1345, but in no event shall any sign be 

placed in a position that will obstruct the 

view of motorists or cause any other danger 

to motorists or pedestrians within a public 

right-of-way or on adjoining lots. Nor shall 

any sign be placed within the clear sight 

triangle required to be maintained at all 

street intersections, driveway and access 

way entrances onto public streets. All signs 

shall be set back within the buildable area of 

the site, except as noted in Table 1345". 

 

Staff Comments 

The sign is at risk of blocking line-of-sight 

of the sidewalk when pulling out of the 

adjacent parking lot onto 3rd Avenue. One 

of the reasons for a setback is to prevent this 

type of line-of-sight blocking. However, the 

average height of the sign is 3 feet tall 

because of its unique shape with the shorter 

portion being closer to the sidewalk. 

Because of this shape, the risk to pedestrian 

is somewhat reduced allowing slightly better 

visibility of the sidewalk just before the 

driveway. 

 

Ideally the sign would be placed away from 

the driveway entrance to prevent any safety 

issues for pedestrians. 

 

The staff therefore recommends shifting the 

sign to the east into the lawn space of the 

right-of-way located in front of the business. 

 

Summary / Findings of Fact 
1. James T. Hall DDS is the owner and 

petitioner. 

2. Article 1345 requires that all free-

standing signs be setback 5 feet from all 

property lines. 

3. The petitioner is proposing to set the 

free-standing sign nearly 5 feet past the 

front property line onto the public right-

of-way. 

4. The free-standing sign is approximately 

24 SF in area. 

5. The free-standing sign is approximately 4 

feet in height. 

6. The use of the property is a Medical 

Office. 

7. The property is zoned C-1 Neighborhood 

Commercial District. 

8. The property where the Medical Office is 

located is approximately 7,400 SF. 

 

Attachments 
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Please see attached Aerial, Location, Zoning 

Maps, and Application for reference. 
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