City of Huntington Board of Zoning Appeals
February 9, 2021
Staff Report A petition for a Variance to allow for a privacy fence to have the finished side facing inward.
Legal Ad
A petition for a Variance pursuant to Article
1341.19.A of the City of Huntington Zoning
Ordinance to allow for the finished side of a
privacy fence to face inward instead of toward
the abutting properties in an R-1 Residential
District.
The property is located at 127 Wilson Ct,
Cabell County Tax District 05, Tax Map 72,
Parcel 129.
Owner/Petitioner: William Chappelle, 127
Wilson Ct. Huntington, WV 25701
Introduction
William Chappelle is petitioning for a variance
to allow the finished side of his fencing to face
inward and leave the abutting side unfinished.
Brief timeline of events
1. Neighbor complaint received about
privacy fence.
2. Internal investigation found the fence
was installed incorrectly.
3. Property owner was informed that the
fence was unlawful and given options to
correct.
4. Property owner requested a reasonable
accommodation under the Fair Housing
Act.
5. The accommodation was reviewed and
denied.
6. Property owner requested to apply for a
variance for the fence.
7. Planner verbally denied the opportunity
to apply for a variance due to lack of
hardship.
8. Property owner sought and acquired a
building permit from the permitting
office in error.
9. Property owner erected the fence on the
east side of the property incorrectly.
10. Appeal and Variance requests submitted.

11. Property owner was informed that the
building permit was not valid.
12. At the January 19, 2021, BZA meeting,
the Board reversed the decision made by
staff and granted the petitioners a right to
have a Variance hearing.
13. The Board requested information from
staff and the petitioner to assist in
making a fair decision on the issue.
Additional Information
Staff has confirmed that the property owners of
1848 Enslow Blvd. were approved for a six foot
vinyl privacy fence in the rear yard of their
property.
The petitioner has submitted a letter from the
owners of 129 Wilson Ct. confirming they do
not object to the unfinished side of the
petitioner’s fence facing their property.
Zoning Ordinance
Article 1341.19.A requires that privacy fences
shall be constructed so that the finished side of
a fence faces toward abutting properties or
right-of-ways.
Summary / Findings of Fact
1. William Chappelle is the owner and
petitioner.
2. Article 1341.19.A requires the finished side
of a privacy fence to face abutting
properties.
3. The lot is approx. 5,663 sf.
4. This property is zoned R-1 Single-Family
Residential District.
Attachments
 Please see attached Aerial map and letter
from property owners of 129 Wilson Ct.

115 WILSON

117 WILSON

W

1842 ENSLOW

121 WILSON

S
IL
ON

123 WILSON

CT

1840 ENSLOW

Location of Privacy Fence

125 WILSON

127 WILSON
1844 ENSLOW

129 WILSON

1846 ENSLOW
131 WILSON

1848 ENSLOW

q

1850 ENSLOW
135 WILSON

1852 ENSLOW

1854 ENSLOW

127 Wilson Court
BZA 21-A-01 - Appeal
BZA 21-V-01 - Variance
Privacy Fence Facing

1856 ENSLOW

0

15

30

60

90

120
176 FOUNTAIN

Feet

