
 

Agenda 
Huntington Planning Commission 

Monday, May 2, 2022 – 5:30pm 
               

1. Preliminaries 
 

2. Call to Order 
 

3. Roll Call 

4. Approval of the April 2022 Minutes 

5. New Business 
 
PC 22-AB-03 
Issue: A petition to abandon a portion of an unnamed alley north of the intersection between 17th Street West and 
Virginia Avenue. The petitioned abandonment is adjacent to Cabell County Tax District 7, Map 40, Parcels 57 
and 482.  
Owner: City of Huntington, 800 5th Ave., Huntington, WV  
Petitioner: B & B Holdings, LLC., 1539 Greenup Ave., Ste. 101, Ashland, KY  

PC 22-TA-04  
 Issue: A petition to make the following changes to the City of Huntington Zoning Ordinance: 
1. To Amend Article 1315 Definitions and Measurements to clarify definitions for Auto Service Stations, 

Automotive and Other Vehicle Sales,  
2. Add Section 1341.53 Animal Boarding and Training standards for locations providing animal boarding and 

training services, 
3. Amend Section 1341.11 Auto Service Station to include Repair Shops and vehicle painting,  
4. Add Section 1341.54 Fuel Sales to separate standards from Auto Service Station and Repair Shop standards, 
5. Amend Article 1320 Permitted Uses to add Animal Boarding and Training and Open Space to the Permitted 

Uses Chart.  
Petitioner: City of Huntington, 800 5th Avenue, Huntington, WV 25701 
 

6. Old Business 
PC 22-01 
Issue: A petition to make the following changes to the City of Huntington Zoning Ordinance:  
1. To Amend Article 1345 Sign Regulations and Site Lighting including, but not limited, to the following 

proposed changes: updating language and structure for readability, consistency, and content neutrality; 
permits for existing sign structures maintenance; illumination; permitting and size for window signs; 
abandoned nonconforming sign structures; sign measurements; signs in residential districts; awning signs; and 
Electronic Messaging Centers.  

2. Amend Article 1315 Definitions and Measurements to match sign types and content neutral language in Article 
1345, and update the Artisan Manufacturing and Sales definition to not require on premise sales. 

3. Amend Article 1320 - Permitted Use chart to allow Banquet Halls or Conference Centers as a conditional use 
in the C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District. 

 
Petitioner: City of Huntington, 800 5th Avenue, Huntington, WV 25701 
 

7. Good and Welfare  
 

8. Other Business or Announcements 

9. Adjournment 



Minutes 
Huntington Planning Commission 

April 4, 2022 
 
A meeting of the City of Huntington Planning Commission was held on April 4, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. in the City 

Hall Council Chambers.  Mr. Gallagher called the meeting to order. 

 

Members Present: Sarah Walling, Sean Hornbuckle, Gerry Holley, Holly Smith Mount, Brian Gallagher 

 

Members Absent: Major Steve Williams, Stephanie Vlahos Bryant, Ursulette Ward, Carl Eastham, 

 

Staff Present: Janney Lockman, Planner 

Breanna Shell, Planning Director 

Ericka Hernandez, Assistant City Attorney 

Patricia Usher, Zoning Officer 

 
Ms. Walling made a motion to approve the March Minutes as presented; Ms. Smith Mount seconded the motion.  

All were in favor, and the Minutes were approved. 

 
PC 22-01 
A petition to make the following changes to the City of Huntington Zoning Ordinance:  

1. To Amend Article 1345 Sign Regulations and Site Lighting including, but not limited, to the following 
proposed changes: updating language and structure for readability, consistency, and content neutrality; 
permits for existing sign structures maintenance; illumination; permitting and size for window signs; 
abandoned nonconforming sign structures; sign measurements; signs in residential districts; awning signs; 
and Electronic Messaging Centers.  

2. Amend Article 1315 Definitions and Measurements to match sign types and content neutral language in 
Article 1345, and update the Artisan Manufacturing and Sales definition to not require on premise sales. 

3. Amend Article 1320 - Permitted Use chart to allow Banquet Halls or Conference Centers as a conditional 
use in the C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District. 

 
Ms. Lockman presented the Staff Report, including comments from the Board of Zoning Appeals on the changes 
proposed. She concluded her presentation by asking the Commissioner determine time limit and size for 
temporary signs and demonstrated sign sizes with a sign demonstration. 
 
The Commissioners discussed potential legal implications of the ordinance, the enforcement of the new temporary 
sign changes, and the implementation by staff. 

 
Ms. Smith Mount made a motion to adopt 12 square feet for maximum sign size and a maximum time limit of 90 

consecutive days for temporary signs that are exempt from permitting; Ms. Walling seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed by a vote of 5 Yes to 0 No. 

 

Ms. Walling asked whether the changes made now could be changed later if found to be not working. Ms. 

Lockman and Ms. Hernandez confirmed that the ordinance could be changed later if not effective and methods of 

enforcement and implementation could be changed to achieve those goals as well. 

  
Mr. Holley left the meeting; therefore, the Board lacks quorum and cannot vote.  
 
Ms. Walling made a motion to forward the petition with a favorable recommendation to City Council; Ms. Smith 
Mount seconded the motion.  With only four members present, there is not quorum for a vote; the motions was 

withdrawn.  



 

Ms. Walling directed staff to provide a clean copy of the changes made for the Commissioners to review and vote 

on at the next meeting. 

 

Ms. Lockman informed the Commissioners there would be new changes to the codes on the next meeting agenda 

as well as one other petition. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

 

Date approved: ________________________ 
 
 
Chairperson: _______________________________ Prepared by: ________________________________ 
  Brian Gallagher, Chair         Patricia Usher, Zoning Officer 
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City of Huntington Planning Commission     May 2, 2022 
 
Staff Report:  A petition to abandon an unnamed alley north of 17th St. W. and Virginia Ave. 

PC 22-AB-03  
Issue: A petition to abandon a portion of an 

unnamed alley north of the intersection 
between 17th Street West and Virginia 
Avenue. The petitioned abandonment is 
adjacent to Cabell County Tax District 7, 
Map 40, Parcels 57 and 482.  

 
Owner: City of Huntington, 800 5th Ave., 

Huntington, WV  
Petitioner: B & B Holdings, LLC., 1539 

Greenup Ave., Ste. 101, Ashland, KY  
 
Introduction 
B & B Holdings is petitioning to abandon a 
portion of an unnamed alley located north of 
the 17th St. W. and Virginia Ave. 
intersection.   
 

Existing Conditions 
B & B Holdings is proposing to abandon a 
portion of a 20’ wide unimproved alley that 
begins at the northern intersection with 17th 
St. W and Virginia Ave., runs north towards 
the levee, and makes an “L” shape with the 
levee. The total area to be abandoned is 
approximately 0.15 acres, or 6,544 sq. ft. 
Please see attached maps and survey for 
details. 
 
The petitioner owns property east and west 
of the alley.  This area is zoned I-1 Light 
Industrial.  
 
The portion of right-of-way to be abandoned 
was appraised by David R. Given Real 
Estate and has a market value of $15,600.  
 
 

Proposed Conditions 
The petitioner is proposing to abandon this 
portion of right-of-way in order to expand 
the commercial and industrial uses on the 
abutting properties they own.  
 
Utility Conditions 
� Appalachian Electric Power has facilities 

in this area that will need to remain in 
order to continue providing electric 
service. B & B Holdings has agreed to 
grant an easement to AEP to access, 
operate, and maintain their facilities in 
this area should the abandonment be 
granted.  

� Huntington Sanitary Board After being 
contacted by the petitioner, HSB worked 
with the petitioner to modify their 
abandonment application so as to not 
interfere with Huntington Sanitary Board 
operations.  

� Mountaineer Gas Company does not 
have mainline facilities within the area 
proposed to be abandoned.  

� West Virginia American Water does not 
have facilities within the abandonment 
area, nor do they anticipate installing 
facilities there in the future. Adjacent 
properties are served by an existing water 
main on Virginia Ave.  
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Pictures 

 
Unnamed alley is to right of grass, where telephone 
poles are. Levee is visible in background.  
 
Comprehensive Plan 
The Future Land Use map of the Plan2025 
Comprehensive Plan designates this area as 
Light Industrial and Commercial. This 
designation provides a lower intensity 
industrial district that can allow creative 
reuse of industrial sites to complement any 
nearby residential areas.  
 
Staff Comments 
As this area is designated as industrial in 
Plan2025, Staff does not believe that this 
proposal goes against the comprehensive 
plan.  
 
Because this alley is adjacent to 
Huntington’s levee on the Ohio River 
additional care and consideration must be 
taken to ensure that any development does 
not negatively impact the levee operations. 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
Huntington Stormwater Utility’s Floodwall 
Division should be consulted before any 
development takes place in this area.    
 
Please note that should the petition be 
granted, B&B Holdings would be required 

to consolidate this area with other parcels 
owned at this location.  
 

Attachments 

� Aerial Map 

� Zoning Map 

� Future Land Use Map 

� Survey  

� Appraisal  

� Cover letter 

� Utility letters 

� Application 
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City of Huntington Planning Commission     May 2, 2022 
 

Staff Report:  A petition to amend Article 1315, 1320, and 1341 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 

PC 22-04 
Issue: A petition to make the following 
changes to the City of Huntington Zoning 
Ordinance: 

1. To Amend Article 1315 Definitions 
and Measurements to clarify 
definitions for Auto Service Stations, 
Automotive and Other Vehicle Sales,  

2. Add Section 1341.53 Animal 
Boarding and Training standards for 
locations providing animal boarding 
and training services, 

3. Amend Section 1341.11 Auto Service 
Station to include Repair Shops and 
vehicle painting,  

4. Add Section 1341.54 Fuel Sales to 
separate standards from Auto Service 
Station and Repair Shop standards, 

5. Amend Article 1320 Permitted Uses 
to add Animal Boarding and Training 
and Open Space to the Permitted Uses 
Chart.  

 
Petitioner: City of Huntington, 800 5th 
Avenue, Huntington, WV 25701 
 
Introduction 
The Planning and Zoning office is 
petitioning to make several minor 
amendments to the zoning ordinance in 
order to fix issues with the code that we 
have observed in our administration and 
communication with new and existing 
businesses in the City of Huntington.  
 
Case law shows that zoning cannot prohibit 
a use from occurring in a city. By accidental 

omission, the City of Huntington s Zoning 

Code currently prohibits businesses from 
offering animal boarding and training unless 
it is attached to an animal hospital or clinic.  
 
Several people have approached the 
Planning & Zoning Office interested in 
starting dog training businesses in the city 
but have been unable to do so as training 
was not specified in the ordinance. 
 
In addition, a recent petition before the 
Board of Zoning Appeals highlighted the 
need to clarify and expand upon definitions 
and uses pertaining to automobiles.  
 

Existing Code 
Article 1315 – Definitions and 
Measurements  
Automobiles Currently, the code has three 
use definitions related to automobiles: Auto 
Service Station, Automotive and Other 
Vehicles Sales and Services, and Fuel Sales.  
Auto Service Station currently describes a 
type of business model that sells fuel and 
also does minor repairs on vehicles, which is 
no longer prevalent in Huntington. This 

definition explicitly excludes major repair” 

work, yet the code does not state where this 
work would be permitted.  
 
Automotive and Other Vehicle Sales and 
Services does not explicitly define what 

these services” are, creating confusion for 

business owners and staff, and   
 
Animal Boarding and Training Kennels 
and Animal Boarding was a previous 
permitted and defined use that was 
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accidentally removed during 2019 and 2020 
code updates. Currently, animal boarding 
and training are permitted as accessory uses 
to Animal Hospitals/Clinics, or Pet Store/Pet 
Services businesses, however, a business 
providing animal boarding or training as 
their primary service could not locate in the 
city of Huntington under existing code. 
 
Article 1320 – Permitted Uses  
The Permitted Uses Chart (Table 1320.A) 
shows which uses are permitted by-right and 
conditionally in each zone. 
 
Kennels and Animal Boarding (Proposed to 
be revised to Animal Boarding and 
Training) is not a listed use in the Permitted 
Uses Chart. 
 
Open Space is defined, but not listed as 
permitted in any zoning district. 
 
Article 1341.11 – Auto Service Station 
Regulations include standards specific to 
businesses that sell motor fuel, and not 
applicable to the majority of the businesses 
providing automobile repair in the city.  
 
No specific standards exist for Kennels and 
Animal Boarding (Proposed to be revised to 
Animal Boarding and Training). 
 
Proposed Code Changes 
Article 1315 – Definitions and 
Measurements  
 
Animal Boarding and Training 
Kennels and Animal Boarding would be 

renamed to Animal Boarding and Training” 

and added back to this section.  
 

Pet Store/Pet Services would be updated to 
list boarding and training under permitted 
accessory uses. In practice, boarding has 
been allowed as an accessory use for these 
types of businesses, however, this has not 
been specified in the code. 
 
Automobile Repair 
Auto Service Station would be renamed to 

Auto Service Station and Repair Shop” to 

make explicit that this category includes 
automobile repair. This definition would be 
updated to make this category cover more 
types of vehicle repair, remove the language 
that explicitly excludes major repairs, and 
remove language pertaining to fuel sales.  
Automotive and other Vehicle Sales and 
Services would be renamed to Automotive 
and Other Vehicle Sales.” Language added 
to explain that auto services and repairs are a 
permitted accessory use for this type of 
business.  
 
Article 1320 – Permitted Uses  
Animal Boarding and Training would be 
added to the permitted use chart. This use 
would be permitted in the same manner and 
zones that Animal Hospitals/Clinics are 
currently permitted; that is, conditionally in 
commercial/industrial districts typically 
adjacent to residential uses, and permitted 
by-right in all other commercial and 
industrial districts.  
 
The existing Open Space definition would 
be added to the permitted use chart. 
 
Article 1341.11 Auto Service Station and 
Repair Shop 
B, C, and D. Standard specific to businesses 
selling motor fuel would move into a new 
section 1341.54 Fuel Sales. 
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Article 1341.53 Animal Boarding and 
Training 
A section with four regulations specific to 
Animal Boarding and Training would be 
added to the code.  
 
Article 1341.54 Fuel Sales 
New section created from B, C, and D of 
existing Auto Service Station section.  
  
Staff Comments 
These changes will remedy issues with the 
existing code that make existing businesses 
non-conforming and make it difficult to 
impossible for new businesses to provide 
necessary services within city limits.  
 
These code changes all fall into one or more 
of the following scenarios: 

 Existing uses in previous code that had the 
follow accidentally omitted during the 
2019-2020 code overhaul (Animal 
Boarding and Training, Open Space) 

 uses with definitions that needed to be 
expanded upon or refined in order to 
reflect current business practices (Auto 
Service Station and Repair Shop, Pet 
Store/Pet Services) 

 Uses that require additional standards to 
prevent negative impacts on surrounding 
properties (Auto Service Station and 
Repair Shop, Animal Boarding and 
Training). 

 
Comprehensive Plan 

The Plan 2025 Comprehensive Plan s 

redevelopment and economic development 
recommendations call for prioritizing infill 
development and reducing vacancy and 
appearance of vacancy. The proposals that 

the Planning and Zoning Office has heard 
regarding animal boarding and training and 
auto service station and repair businesses 
would facilitate the redevelopment of vacant 
or underutilized spaces in the city. 
 
Further, the comprehensive plan 
recommendations call for identifying 
opportunities for increased green space to 
benefit residents of denser urban areas and 
to aid in stormwater retention. 
 
Attachments 
Please see attached zoning ordinance for the 
proposed amendments; light gray are 
additions and dark gray strikethrough are 
omissions.  



 

 

 



Key 

Existing Text 

Additions 

Removed  

 

Section 1315   Definitions 

KENNELS AND ANIMAL BOARDING AND TRAINING - A facility for the boarding, raising, 

grooming, selling, training, or other animal husbandry activities for dogs, cats, or other animals for financial 

or other compensation. 

 

AUTO SERVICE STATION AND REPAIR SHOP – Any structure or premises used for dispensing or 

sale of automotive vehicle fuels or lubricants, including lubrication of motor vehicles and replacements or 

installation of minor parts and accessories, but not including major repair work such as motor 

replacement, body and fender repair, or spray painting. Such uses may include the retail sale of parts and 

minor services that include, but is not limited to, oil changes, replacement of tires, and replacement of 

batteries and other minor parts that typically occurs while the customer waits. primarily for the servicing 

and repair of motor vehicles. May include minor repair work – including not limited to, oil changes, 

replacement of tires, and replacement of batteries – and major repair work – including but not limited to 

motor replacement, body and fender repair, or spray painting. 

AUTOMOTIVE AND OTHER VEHICLES SALES AND SERVICES - Any building or land used for 

the display, sale or rental of new or used motor vehicles in operable condition. Such use may also include 

the display, sale, or rental of motorcycles, mopeds, or other motorized two or three-wheeled vehicles. 

Auto services and repairs are a permitted accessory use. 

FUEL SALES – An establishment that sells unleaded and diesel gasoline or any other fuel used in vehicles. 

 

PET STORE/PET SERVICES –A retail sales establishment primarily involved in the sale of 

domestic animals, such as dogs, cats, fish, birds, and reptiles, excluding exotic animals 

and farm animals such as horses, goats, sheep, and poultry. May also include the sale of supplies, and 

accessory services such as: boarding, and provide grooming, and/or training services. 

 

OPEN SPACE - Any parcel of land or water essentially unimproved and set aside, dedicated, designated 

or reserved for public or private use or enjoyment, or for the use and enjoyment of owners and occupants 

of land adjoining or neighboring such open space. 

 

 

 

 

Commented [JL1]: Breeding animals was removed from 
this definition in a previous ordinance update – Name has 
been changed to focus on animal boarding and training as 
use.  

Commented [JL2]: In practice, most business doing auto 
repairs have been previously classified as Auto Service 
Station. Adding this language specifies that repairs done to 
automobiles are classified as such rather than other types of 
less-intensive repair uses.  

Commented [JL3]: Definition has been updated to cover 
all types of automotive repair work, including “major repair” 
which was accidentally removed entirely from the 
ordinance, and currently occurs in many different 
commercially-zoned properties throughout the city.  

Commented [JL4]: Language removed – activities 
pertaining to automobiles beyond sale or rental falls into 
the Auto Service Station and Repair Shop classification 

Commented [JL5]: Specifies that work permitted in Auto 
Service Station and Repair Shop is permitted as an accessory 
use in businesses classified as Automotive and Other Vehicle 
Sales 

Commented [JL6]: Specifies that boarding, grooming, and 
training are types of accessory uses permitted in locations 
classified as pet store/pet services. 



Section 1320.04 Permitted Uses 

The chart in this section lists all permitted uses, conditional uses, and use-specific standards. 

Legend  
Permitted Use ● 
Conditionally Permitted Use ○ 
Prohibited Use  

 

Table 1320.A: Permitted Uses Districts 
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Animal Hospital / Clinic    ○ ● ● ○ ●   

Animal Boarding and Training    ○ ● ● ○ ●  1341.53 

Auto Service Station and Repair Shop    ○ ● ○ ○ ●  1341.11 

Automotive and Other Vehicles Sales 
and Services 

    ●   ●   

Fuel Sales    ○ ● ○ ○ ●  1341.54 

Pet Store / Pet Services    ● ● ● ● ●   

           

Open Space ○ ● ● ● ● ● ● ○   

           

 

Section 1341.11 Auto Service Station and Repair Shop 

A. All storage areas, pits, lifts and working areas shall be within a building.  All lubrication, repair, 
painting, or similar activities shall be performed in an enclosed building, and no dismantled parts 
shall be placed outside. 

B. All gasoline pumps and islands upon which pumps are normally located shall be set back a 
minimum of fifteen (15) feet from the front yard property line and at least fifty (50) feet from other 
property lines. Layout of all pumps shall conform to the requirements of the Building Code. 

C. Canopies shall be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet from all lot lines and twenty-five (25) feet 
from all adjacent residential lot lines. 

D. In districts other than C-2 Highway Commercial and I-2 Heavy Industrial, all gasoline pumps, air 
pumps, and islands upon which the pumps are normally located, shall only be permitted when in 
the side yard or rear yard. In no case shall such uses be located in between the principal building 
and a street. 

E. No junked motor vehicle or part thereof or no unregistered motor vehicle shall be permitted outside 
an enclosed service station, except that not more than six (6) motor vehicles may be located outside 
a building for a period not to exceed five (5) days for each vehicle, provided that the owners are 
awaiting the repair of the motor vehicle. 

Commented [JL7]: Kennels and Animal Boarding was 
mistakenly left out of the permitted use chart in previous 
updates. Adds Animal Boarding and Training back into the 
Permitted Uses chart. Please note that this is conditional in 
the C-1 and I-1 Districts, as these districts are typically 
adjacent to residential areas. 

Commented [JL8]: Name change 

Commented [JL9]: References section for use-specific 
standards for Fuel Sales 

Commented [JL10]: Use is defined in ordinance, but was 
left out of permitted use chart in ordinance update.  

Commented [JL11]: Painting added to this list, as this is a 
service many Auto Service Stations and Repair Shops 
providing “major repair” engage in.  

Commented [JL12]: Standards specific to fuel have been 
moved to section 1341.54. 



F. The exterior display and parking of equipment or vehicles for rent or sale shall be permitted, 
provided that the area devoted to this purpose is in addition to the minimum lot size required for a 
service station, the area devoted to this purpose does not exceed twenty (20%) percent of the total 
area of the entire site, the maximum sign area for a service station is not exceeded and the location 
of the equipment or vehicles being rented or sold does not interfere with the required off-street 
parking requirements for the service station and does not interfere with the on-lot traffic circulation 
indicated on the approved land development plan. 

G. The storage and disposal of solid waste and recyclable materials, including used or discarded 
motor vehicle parts or equipment, and fluids, shall comply with all applicable Federal, State, and 
local requirements.   

H. Outdoor solid waste and recyclable storage areas shall be screened in accordance with Section 
1347.07. 

 

Section 1341.53     Animal Boarding and Training 

A. These regulations apply to any location providing animal training services. This section shall not 

apply to any establishment whose principle use is an Animal Hospital/Clinic or Pet Store/Pet 

Services use. 

B. Distance. No training and animal boarding facilities may be directly adjacent to residentially 

zoned property. 

a. The distance restriction may be eliminated when adjacent to a residentially zoned 

property if sound proofing techniques approved by the Fire Marshal and Chief Building 

Inspector are utilized.  

b. In granting a conditional use or any special exception under this section, the Board of 

Zoning Appeals may impose additional conditions or restrictions, such as increasing 

buffers, requiring odor, noise, or animal waste disposal mitigation, and setting limits on 

the number dogs, to ensure that the proposed use will not be detrimental to the health, 

safety, or general welfare of the surrounding area. 
C. Measurement of Distance. The distance between the animal boarding and training facility shall be 

measured in a straight line, without regard to intervening structures, from the closest property line 

of the animal boarding and training facility to the closest property line of the residential zone.  

D. Outdoor yard. If an outdoor yard is present, in no event shall it operate between the nighttime 

hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7 a.m. on weekdays and 9:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. on weekends and local 

legal holidays (Ref. Article 527). 

a. An outdoor yard shall be screened with privacy fencing, minimum 6 ft. in height or 

landscaped to keep animals from view of the property lines.  

 
Section 1341.54 Fuel Sales 

1. All gasoline pumps and islands upon which pumps are normally located shall be set back a 
minimum of fifteen (15) feet from the front yard property line and at least fifty (50) feet from other 
property lines. Layout of all pumps shall conform to the requirements of the Building Code. 

2. Canopies shall be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet from all lot lines and twenty-five (25) feet 
from all adjacent residential lot lines. 

3. In districts other than C-2 Highway Commercial and I-2 Heavy Industrial, all gasoline pumps, air 
pumps, and islands upon which the pumps are normally located, shall only be permitted when in 
the side yard or rear yard. In no case shall such uses be located in between the principal building 
and a street. 

Commented [JL13]: Use specific standards have been 
developed after reviewing similar ordinances in other 
communities. The main concern of these ordinances is 
typically noise from barking animals, especially near 
residential areas. As such, these facilities are conditional 
uses in the C-1 and I-1 Zoning districts which are closest to 
residentially zoned areas.  

Commented [JL14]: These use specific standards would 
not apply to Animal Hospital/Clinics or Pet Store/Pet 
Services businesses that offer boarding and training as an 
accessory service.  

Commented [JL15]: These items are designed to mitigate 
potential concerns about barking animals. This use is 
permitted conditionally in the two zoning districts that are 
typically closest to residential areas, so any proposed animal 
boarding or training facilities on properties in those areas 
will go through a public hearing through the Board of Zoning 
Appeals, where the public can share any concerns or speak 
in support, and learn more about the project. 

Commented [JL16]: This is how distance is measured in 
most sections in the ordinance with distance requirements. 

Commented [JL17]: These are the “night time” hours 
designated in the City’s noise ordinance. 

Commented [JL18]: Designed to keep outdoor areas 
screened from nearby property, people walking dogs down 
the sidewalk, etc.  

Commented [JL19]: This section pulls out the standards 
that are specific to a facility that sells fuel from the Auto 
Service Station section. These standards are existing within 
code, they have just been moved into a separate section. 
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ARTICLE 1315 – DEFINITIONS AND MEASUREMENTS  
 

ALTERATION - Any change, addition, or modification in construction or occupancy of a 

structure. 

 
FLAG – Any fabric or other flexible material attached to or designed to be flown from a flagpole 

or similar device. 

 

MANUFACTURING AND SALES, ARTISAN – The manufacturing, processing, fabrication, 
packaging, or assembly of products within a fully enclosed structure which includes retail sales 
for the products produced within the same structure. Retail sales may include products produced 
offsite. No processes or equipment may be used that creates heat, glare, dust, smoke, fumes, odors, 
or vibration beyond its lot line. Retail space may be included on site and shall be located at the 
primary entrance of the structure. 
 
SIGN - Any object, device, display, painting, decal, structure, or part thereof, situated outdoors or 
indoors, which is used to advertise, announce, identify, inform, display, direct, or attract attention 
to an object, person, institution, organization, business, product, service, event or location by any 
means, including words, letters, figures, design, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or 
projected images, including all associated brackets, braces, supports, wires, and structures, which 
is displayed for informational or communicative purposes. See Figure 1315.D.  
 
SIGN, ANIMATED OR MOVING - Any sign or part of a sign which changes physical position 
by any movement or rotation or which gives the visual impression of such movement or rotation.  
 
SIGN AREA - The entire face of a sign and any framing, trim or molding, but not including the 
supporting structure.  
 

SIGN, AWNING, CANOPY OR MARQUEE - A sign that is mounted or painted on, or attached 

to, an awning, canopy, or marquee that is otherwise permitted by ordinance. See Figure 1315.D. 

 

SIGN, BANNER - A temporary sign composed of cloth, canvas, plastic, fabric or similar 

lightweight, non-rigid material that can be mounted to a structure with cord, rope, cable, or a 

similar method or that may be supported by stakes in the ground. 

 

SIGN, BLADE - A temporary sign that is constructed of cloth, canvas, plastic fabric or similar 

lightweight, non-rigid material and that is supported by a single vertical pole mounted into the 

ground or on a portable structure. 

 
SIGN, BILLBOARD OR OFF-PREMISE - A sign which directs attention to a business, 
commodity, service or entertainment conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the 
premises on which the sign is located. The following shall not be considered an off-premise sign: 
Directional or official sign authorized by law, real estate signs, or on-premise signs.  
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SIGN, CHANGEABLE COPY - A sign which is designed to be changed on a regular basis usually 
consisting of interchangeable letters, numbers, and/or logos.  
 
SIGN, COMMERCIAL MESSAGE – one where the message concerns goods or services offered 
for consideration by a person or entity engaged in a profit-oriented business, includes any written 
representation, emblem, graphic, logo, symbol or other display that names, advertises or references 
a business, operator, product, service or other for-profit activity. 
 
SIGN, ELECTRONIC MESSAGE BOARDS - an electrically activated display whose variable 
message and/or graphic presentation can be electronically programmed. These signs include 
displays using incandescent lamps, LEDs, LCDs, or a flipper matrix.  
 
SIGN, CONSTRUCTION - A temporary sign erected on the premises on which construction is 
taking place, during the period of such construction, indicating the names of the architects, 
engineers, landscape architects, contractors or similar artisans, and the owners, financial 
supporters, sponsors, and similar individuals or firms having a role or interest with respect to the 
structure or project.  
 
SIGN, DIRECTIONAL - Signs limited to directional messages, principally for pedestrian or 
vehicular traffic, such as "one-way", "entrance", and "exit".  
 
SIGN, FACE - The area or display surface used for the message and visible in one direction at one 
time.  
 
SIGN, FLASHING - Any directly or indirectly illuminated sign which exhibits changing natural 
or artificial light or color effects by any means whatsoever.  
 
SIGN, FREE STANDING - Any non-movable sign not affixed to a building.  
 
SIGN, GOVERNMENTAL - A sign erected and maintained pursuant to and in discharge of any 
governmental functions, or required by law, ordinance or other governmental regulation. 
 
SIGN, LIGHT POLE BANNER - A temporary banner or sign that is designed to be attached to a 

permanent light pole or other pole structure, and where the temporary sign element can be changed 

without modifying the permanent structure. 

 

SIGN, PORTABLE MESSAGE CENTER - A sign not permanently affixed to the ground, 

building, or other structure, which may be moved from place to place, including, but not limited 

to, signs designed to be transported by means of wheels. Such signs may include changeable 

copy or electronic message boards. 

 

SIGN, SIDEWALK - A freestanding sign which is ordinarily in the shape of an “A,” “T” or 

some variation thereof, which is readily moveable, and is not permanently attached to the ground 

or any structure.  

 



3 
 

SIGN, SUSPENDED OR PROJECTION – a two-side sign that projects outward from the exterior 
wall of a structure. 
 
SIGN, TEMPORARY – are signs not affixed to a permanent structure in any permanent way. Such 
signs are usually constructed with material not intended to be permanent or material susceptible to 
damage through exposure to ordinary weather or seasonal changes. 
 
SIGN, VEHICULAR OR TRAILER - A sign permanently or temporarily attached to or placed on 
a vehicle or trailer and used primarily as a stationary sign. 
 
SIGN, WALL - a sign that is painted to, attached flat to or mounted away from, but parallel to, 

any exterior wall of a structure. 

Section 1320.04 Permitted Uses 
The chart in this section lists all permitted uses, conditional uses, and use-specific standards. 

 
Legend  
Permitted Use ● 
Conditionally Permitted Use ○ 
Prohibited Use  

 
Table 1320.A: Permitted Uses Districts 
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Banquet Halls or Conference Centers    ○ ● ● ● ●   

 
 

 
ARTICLE 1345 - SIGN REGULATIONS AND SITE LIGHTING 

 
Section 1345.01 Purpose 
This Sign Ordinance is not intended to regulate speech. Instead the intent is to:  

A. To preserve and protect the public safety, comfort and welfare of users of streets and sidewalks in 
the City of Huntington by regulating signs of all types. 

B. To enhance community appearance, reduce visual clutter and blight, protect property values, 
promote recreational value of public travel and the economic development of the City of 
Huntington. 
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C. To limit the size, number and location of signs which may obstruct the vision of motorists, create 
distractions and increase traffic accidents. 

D. To acknowledge the appropriate display of signs as necessary to public service and to the conduct 
of competitive commerce. 

E. To establish size and design standards. 
F. To maintain signs in a safe manner. 

  

Section 1345.02 General Sign Regulations 
 

A. Applicability. All new, reconstructed, altered, or relocated signs must comply with the standards 
of this section. For the purpose of this ordinance, “to alter” means to change in appearance, 
material, size, or structure.   

B. Sign Permit. 
1. All sign types, unless exempted in this article, require a sign permit before they may be 

constructed, reconstructed, altered, or relocated. Signs that are exempted from requiring a 
permit within this article must still comply with the regulations for this article. 

2. Any sign that encroaches upon or over a public right-of-way requires review and 
approval from Public Works must be included in a liability insurance policy holding the 
city free of all responsibility. 

3. No person shall construct, reconstruct, alter, or relocate any sign upon any property or 
structure without the prior written consent from the property owner or their authorized 
representative. The written consent must accompany the sign permit application. 

4. A sign permit shall become null and void if work authorized under the permit has not 
been completed within one year of the date of issuance. The planning officer may 
approve an extension of up to three months based on a written request from the applicant. 

C. Location. 
1. Each sign, with the exception of off-premise signs as defined in Art.1315 erected in 

conformance with this Article, must be located on the same site as the subject of the sign. 
2. No sign may be installed in a way that obstructs free and clear vision, or free use, of any 

public right-of-way, intersection, ingress or egress point, transit stop, parking space, drive 
aisle, driveway, building entrance, fire escape, or accessibility ramp. 

3. No sign may be placed so as to obstruct any window or door, with the exception of 
window signs in compliance with this Article.  

4. Lots fronting on two or more streets are allowed the permitted sign area for each street 
frontage.  However, the total sign area that is oriented toward a particular street may not 
exceed the portion of the lot's total sign area allocation that is derived from the lot, 
building, or wall area frontage on that street. In the C-3 zone, any improved alley abutting 
a property shall be considered a street frontage when determining number of permitted 
signs. 

D. Design, Construction, and Maintenance.   
1. All signs shall be designed, constructed, and maintained in accordance with the 

appropriate Building Code and Electrical Code as adopted by the City of Huntington.  
Except for banners, flags, temporary signs, and window signs, conforming in all respects 
with the requirements of the ordinance, all signs shall be constructed of permanent 
materials and shall be permanently attached to the ground, a building, or another structure 
by direct attachment to a rigid wall, frame, or structure.   

2. All signs shall be maintained in good structural condition, in compliance with all building 
and electrical codes, and in conformance with this code, at all times.  

3. When an existing sign is removed, replaced, or repaired, all brackets, poles, wiring, and 
other supporting hardware that are no longer required must be removed, and any surfaces 
to which the sign may have been attached must be repaired or painted.  
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E. Illumination. Each type of sign illumination must comply with the following standards: 
1. External Illumination. An externally illuminated sign is characterized by the use of 

artificial light reflect off its surface. 
a. External light sources intended to illuminate the sign face must be fully shielded 

and placed close to, and directed upon, the sign face. 
b. Any light sources intended to illuminate surfaces behind a sign to produce a halo 

effect must be fully concealed from view. 
2. Internal Illumination. An internally illuminated sign is characterized by the use of 

artificial light projecting through its surface. 
a. All lamps intended for internal illumination must be fully concealed. 

3. Direct Illumination. A directly illuminated sign is characterized by the use of exposed 
lamps, such as neon tubes, incandescent bulbs, or LED lights that have no shielding and 
are visible to the eye. 

a. Direct illumination is limited to letters, numbers, symbols, and accents. 
4. Public Safety. 

a. No direct or reflected light from the primary light source of a sign may create 
hazards for pedestrians, cyclists, or operators of motor vehicles. 

b. Colored light must not be used at a location or in a manner so as to be confused 
with or construed as traffic control devices. 

c. Blinking, flashing, fluttering, strobe-light effects, and streaming video are 
prohibited 

 
Section 1345.03 Prohibited Signs  
 
Unless specifically excepted in this Section, the following signs shall be prohibited in all zoning districts: 

A. Portable signs or attention‑getting devices, flags, pennants, and banners except in compliance 
with the temporary sign regulations in Section 1345.04(F) and Table 1345 of this Article; 

B. Signs painted, attached, or in any other manner affixed to trees, rock, or similar natural surfaces, 
public utility poles, equipment, bridges, towers, or other similar public structures; 

C. Roof signs; 
D. Signs with moving, rotating, or oscillating parts, excluding tri-vision signs per section 1345.15. 
E. Signs which by reason of their size, location, movement, content, coloring or manner of 

illumination may be confused with or construed to be a traffic‑control sign or railroad sign or 
signal, or emergency vehicle signal,  or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic or which 
hides from view or interferes with the effectiveness of any official traffic-control device or any 
railroad sign or signal; 

F. No sign of any description shall be installed, erected, or maintained so as to obstruct any fire 
escape or any door or window leading to any fire escape, nor shall any sign of any kind be 
attached or affixed in any form or manner to a fire escape. (1964 Code Section 30-23)  

 
Section 1345.04 Exemptions 
 
The following signs shall be exempt from the permit requirements of this Article, except as they may 
interfere with traffic safety or in any other way become a public safety hazard, but must still follow 
applicable requirements: 

A. Maintenance and Non-structural Alterations: The following alterations and maintenance activities 
do not require a sign permit: 

A. Painting, cleaning, or other normal maintenance and repair of a sign, provided no change 
is made to any structural or electronic component of the sign. 
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B. Changing displayed information, the message of an existing changeable or electronic 
message component of a sign, or the sign face within an existing sign structure, provided 
that no change is made to any structural or electronic component of the sign. 

B. Decorations displayed for recognized holidays recognized by Federal, State, or local government 
or generally recognized by the community.   

C. Signs engraved or are otherwise a permanent component of a building, monument, tombstone, or 
other similar structure or are integrated into public-use equipment such as automatic teller 
machines, coin-operated machines, or vending machines.  

D. Signs erected by a public entity for a public purpose.  
E. Window signs that do not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the total area of the window in which 

they are located (see Section 1345.13). 
F. Temporary signs that are less than 12 square feet or Sidewalk Signs, subject to the limitations in 

Section 1345.14  
G.  Signs promoting or assisting in the health and safety of persons or their personal property. Some 

examples might include, but are not limited to, trespassing signs, notification signs for emergency 
personnel, directional signs to promote orderly traffic flow and inform pedestrians of expected 
vehicular traffic on private property, provided that the sign does not exceed two square feet in 
sign surface area. 

Section 1345.05 Nonconforming Signs 
Any nonconforming sign may be continued only as provided in this Section. 

A. A nonconforming sign that was lawfully established and maintained in compliance with the 
provisions of all applicable laws in effect at the time of original installation, but that does not now 
comply with the provisions of this Ordinance, may be repaired, altered, or relocated on-site in 
accordance with Section 1345.02.D. 

B. Normal maintenance of a nonconforming sign may occur, including any necessary repairs 
and alterations which do not enlarge, extend, or intensify the nonconformity. 

C. No structural alteration, enlargement, or extension shall be made of a nonconforming sign, 
except when the alteration is required by law or will eliminate the nonconforming condition. 

C. Any sign that was not previously approved by the City of Huntington and that does not conform 
to these regulations (illegal signs) shall be removed at the expense of the owner. 

D. Should a nonconforming sign or sign structure be damaged, whether intentionally or 
unintentionally (including actions by an outside party or “acts of God”), to an extent greater than 
fifty percent (50%) of its physical structure or its market value, or temporarily or permanently 
removed by any means, it shall not be reconstructed or used except in conformity with the 
provisions of this article; unless all required permits for its reconstruction have been applied for 
within 180 days of when the sign or sign structure was damaged. 

 
 

Section 1345.06 Sign Measurement 
 

A. Computation of Area of Individual Signs.   
1. The area of a sign face (which is also the sign area of a wall sign or other sign with only 

one face) shall be computed by means of the smallest square, circle, rectangle, triangle, or 
combination thereof that will encompass the extreme limits of the writing, representation, 
emblem or other display, together with any material or color forming an integral part of 
the background of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or 
structure against which it is placed, but not including any supporting framework, bracing, 
or decorative fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets zoning ordinance 
regulations and is clearly incidental to the display itself. 
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2. Window signs printed on a transparent film and affixed to the interior or exterior of a 

windowpane are calculated as individual letters or features, provided that the portion of 

the film around the individual letters or features is fully transparent. 

3. If a sign has two or more faces, the area of all faces is included in determining the area of 

the sign, unless the two sign faces are placed back to back and are no more than two feet 

apart. In such case, the sign area is calculated as the area of one face. If the two faces are 

unequal in area, the area of the larger face is used to calculate sign area.  
B. Sign Height. Sign height is measured as the vertical distance from the base of a sign or sign 

structure, to the highest point of the sign or sign structure. 

C. Vertical Clearance. For signs attached to a structure, vertical clearance is measured as the vertical 

distance from the sidewalk level to the lowest point of the sign.  
 

Section 1345.07 Signs Permitted in Individual Zoning Districts 
 
The signs listed in Table 1345 shall be permitted in individual zoning districts, subject to any 
requirements listed in the Table and in each Subsection. 

 
Figure 1345 
 

Table 1345: Sign Types 

 Residential Commercial Industrial 

Changeable Copy Signs (Section 1345.08) 

Permitted YES YES YES 
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Electronic Message Center Signs (Section 1345.09) 

Permitted 
CONDITIONAL 

CONDITIONAL in C-
1, YES in C-2 and C-3 

YES 

  

  

Free-Standing Signs (Section 1345.10) 

Permitted YES YES YES 

Maximum Number 1 per lot or parcel 

Maximum Surface Area 
32 sq. ft. 

C-1 and C-3 is 72 sq. ft. 
C-2 is 100 sq. ft. 

72 sq. ft. 

Maximum Height 5 ft. 20 ft. 20ft 

Maximum Length 8 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft. 

Minimum Setback from 
the Property Line 

5 ft. 5 ft. 5ft 

Suspended/Projecting Signs (Section 1345.11) 

Permitted NO YES YES 

Maximum Number  1 per street frontage 1 per street frontage 

Maximum Sign Area  6 sq. ft. 40 sq. ft. 

Maximum Height of 
Sign Surface 

 3 ft. 5 ft. 

Minimum Clearance 
Above Ground or 
Sidewalk 

 9 ft. 9ft. 

Minimum Spacing 
Between Signs 

 20 ft. 20 ft. 

Setback 
 

Building setback minus 
4 ft. 

Building setback minus 
5 ft. 

Wall Signs (Section 1345.12) 

Permitted YES YES YES 

Maximum Number 1 per establishment per street frontage 
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Maximum Surface Area See 1345.12.D See 1345.12.C See 1345.12.C 

Maximum Height See 1345.12.F See 1345.12.E See 1345.12.E 

Window Signs (Section 1345.13) 

Permitted NO YES YES 

Maximum Surface Area  See 1345.13 

Off-Premise Signs (Billboards)  (See Section 1345.15) 
 
 
Section 1345.08 Additional Standards for Changeable Copy Signs 
 
Changeable copy signs are signs with characters, letters or illustrations that can be changed or rearranged 
manually without altering the face or surface of the sign; are exempt from permitting; and shall be 
allowed as followed:  

A. In residential districts, changeable copy may be used on authorized free standing or wall signs for 
permitted civic and community uses only as listed in Article 1320. Signs utilizing changeable 
copy shall comply with sign size and illumination regulations for residential districts. 

B. In commercial and manufacturing districts, changeable copy may be used on authorized free 
standing or wall signs.  Signs containing changeable copy shall comply with sign size and 
illumination regulations for commercial and manufacturing districts.  

C. In addition to other signs permitted under this Article, gasoline service stations may erect 
changeable copy signs advertising the prices of gasoline or other fuels, provided that the total of 
area of permitted signage is not exceeded. 

 
Section 1345.09 Additional Standards for Electronic Message Centers 
 
An electronic message center (EMC) is an electrically activated display whose variable message and/or 
graphic presentation can be electronically programmed. These signs include displays using incandescent 
lamps, LEDs, LCDs or a flipper matrix, and shall comply with the following limitations: 

A. Display Requirements. Each electronic message that is displayed must be static and depicted for a 
minimum of 8 seconds before changing. Any change in an electronic message must be 
instantaneous, without scrolling, fading in, dropping in, or similar moving copy changes. 

B. All permitted EMCs shall be equipped with a sensor or other device that automatically determines 
the ambient illumination and programmed to automatically dim according to ambient light 
conditions, or that can be adjusted to not exceed 0.3 foot candles at night. 

C. Any commercial messages on an electronic display sign in the C-1 C-2, C-3, and I-1 zones shall 
be limited to on premise products and services, otherwise said electronic display must conform to 
the regulations regarding Off-premise Signs (Billboards) as outlined in Section 1345.15, below. 

D. In commercial, and manufacturing districts, electronic message centers may be used on 
authorized free standing or wall signs. Signs containing electronic message centers shall comply 
with sign size and illumination regulations for residential, commercial, and manufacturing 
districts. 

E. An electronic display sign is Conditionally Permitted in the C-1 zone. 
 
Section 1345.10 Additional Standards for Free‑standing Signs 
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The following sign types are considered free-standing signs: 
- Monument sign -  a freestanding sign attached to a pedestal or perimeter wall 
- Pole sign - a freestanding sign constructed on a structure of one or more poles. 

In addition to the regulations in Table 1345, all free‑standing signs, except for temporary signs, shall 
comply with the following limitations and requirements: 

A. A free‑standing sign shall have no more than two sign faces and a maximum of one free-standing 
sign is permitted per site; 

B. The area immediately surrounding the base and support structure of the sign shall be landscaped 
with evergreen vegetation; and 

C. No part of a pole sign may encroach upon a public right-of-way or overhang a drive aisle, parking 
space, or walkway. 

D. Connector/Freeway-Oriented Signs are signs oriented towards Interstate 64: 
1. Area of Sign - shall not exceed (200) square feet in area and shall have no more than two 

sign faces. 
2. Height - Signs shall not exceed (35) feet in height. 
3. Lighting - Signs may be internally or externally lighted. No exposed incandescent lamp 

shall be utilized. 
4. Connector for this purpose shall be defined as State Route 10, State Route 152 (5th Street 

Road), US Route 52 (Rahall Bridge approach), and the sign shall be limited to C-1, C-2, 
and I-1 zoned properties.  

 
 
Section 1345.11 Additional Standards for Suspended or Projecting Signs 
 
A suspended or projection sign is a two-sided sign that projects outward from the exterior wall of a 
structure. In addition to the regulations in Table 1345, all suspended and projecting signs shall comply 
with the following limitations and requirements: 

A. The sign shall be located in front of the establishment it serves and shall be of similar size, color 
and design as other suspended signs; and 

B. There shall be no more than one (1) such sign per establishment fronting on the marquee, 
overhang, or other building feature from which the sign is suspended.  

C. A projection sign which is suspended to allow the sign to swing due to wind action may not 

exceed six square feet in area. 

 
Section 1345.12 Additional Standards for Wall Signs 
 
A wall sign is a sign that is painted to, attached flat to, or mounted away from, but parallel to, any exterior 
wall of a structure. In addition to the regulations in Table 1345, all wall signs shall comply with the 
following limitations and requirements: 

A. The sign shall extend no further than twelve (12) inches from the wall to which it is attached; 
B. The sign shall be attached, painted, or adhered to the wall so that the face of the sign is 

substantially parallel to the wall; 
C. Commercial and Industrial Zones. 

1. In C-1 and C-3 Commercial zones, the maximum sign area shall be 1.5 square feet per 
linear foot of building facade within the Built-to Zone or on the Build-to Line, to include 
linear footage of exempted elements of the built-to requirements such as a forecourt or 
arcade. In the C-3 zone, any improved alley abutting a property shall be considered a 
street frontage when determining number of permitted signs. 
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2. In C-2 and I-1 zones, maximum sign area shall be 1.75 square feet per linear foot of 
building facade within the Built-to Zone or on the Build-to Line, to include linear footage 
of exempted elements of the built-to requirements such as a forecourt or arcade, but not 
to exceed 100 SF per establishment per right-of-way. 

3. If no part of the building facade is in the Built-to Zone or on the Build-to Line, the 
Planner shall make a determination of the linear footage based on the building facade 
parallel and closest to the Build-to Zone or Build-to Line.  

4. In the case of multi‑occupant buildings, each tenant or owner may have a sign area not to 
exceed its proportionate share of the total allowable sign area for the building. 

D. In residential districts, multi‑family apartment buildings and authorized non‑residential buildings 
may have wall signs that shall not exceed two (2) feet in height or twelve (12) square feet in total 
area, and shall not obscure or cover any window, door, or architectural feature 

E. In commercial and industrial districts, wall signs shall be placed no higher than the height of the 
building and, if the sign projects further than three (3) inches from the wall, no lower than ten 
(10) feet above the ground level. 

F. No wall sign or wall bulletin shall be erected or maintained in such a manner as to permit the 
accumulation of paper, leaves, or trash behind the same. 

G. No wall sign or wall bulletin shall be erected and maintained so as to cover the doors or windows 
of any building, except by special permit authorized by the Chiefs of the Police and Fire 
Departments, or so as to prevent free ingress or egress from any window, door, fire escape of the 
building upon which it is erected (1964 Code Sec 30-15). 

H. Awnings: An awning sign is defined as a wall sign printed on any surface of an awning 
1. The content on the awning sign is calculated using the same measurements as wall signs 

according to the district in which it is located.  
2. Awnings may project out from the building and minimum clearance above the sidewalk 

with the same requirements as projection signs. 
 
Section 1345.13 Additional Standards for Window Signs 
 
In addition to the regulations in Table 1345, all window signs shall comply with the following limitations 
and requirements. 

A. The total area of all window signs on display at any one time, including temporary window 
promotional signs, shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the total area of the window in which 
they are located.  A series of windows which are separated by frames less than six (6) inches in 
width shall be considered as a single window for the purposes of this computation. 

B. Window signs that do not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the total area of the window in which 
they are located are exempt from permits. 

 
Section 1345.14_______Temporary Signs 

A. No temporary sign shall encroach into any public right‑of‑way or obstruct the view of motorists 
in any required clear sight triangle; and  

B. No temporary sign is erected for more than 90 consecutive days, up to two times per calendar 
year.  

C. All signs shall be maintained in good structural condition, with no rips, tears, or other types of 
damage, at all times.  

D. All temporary signs are subject to the size requirements in Table 1345.14.E below. 
 

Table 1345.14.E: Temporary Sign Types 

 Residential Commercial Industrial 
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Banner 

Max area 24 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 

Max Number 1 per lot 1 per street frontage 

Blade Signs 

Max Height  18 ft. 

Max Width  3.5 ft. 

Max Number  2 per business per frontage 

Sidewalk Sign 

Max Number  1 per business per street frontage 

Light Pole Banner Sign 

Max Number  1 per pole 

 
 
Section 1345.15 Off-premise Signs (Billboards) 
 

A. Off premise signs shall be permitted in the following zones: 
C-1 - Conditional Use 
C-2 - Permitted 
C-3 - Conditional Use 
I-1 - Permitted 

B. Legal Nonconforming Off-premise signs.  Any off-premise sign lawfully erected and in existence 
on the effective date of this ordinance which does not meet the requirements of this ordinance 
may be maintained as a matter of right as a legal nonconforming sign and may be rebuilt 100% or 
relocated on the same property, provided that the sign's degree of nonconformity is not increased.  
This includes loss of signs due to Acts of God. 

C. Size of Signs. 
1. The maximum size area for any one face of an off-premise sign located on interstate 

roads shall not exceed 672 square feet excluded the base of apron, trim supports, and 
other structural elements.  Temporary embellishments shall not exceed 20% of the 
maximum sign area allowed. 

2. The maximum sign area of any one face of an off-premise sign located on non-interstate 
roads shall not exceed 400 square feet excluding the base, or apron, trim supports, and 
other structural elements.  Temporary embellishments shall not exceed 20% of the 
maximum sign area allowed. 

3. Sign may be back-to-back, V-type, and tri-vision with not more than one face to each 
facing and such structure shall be considered as one off-premise sign. 

D. Height of an Off-Premise Sign 
1. An off-premise sign shall maintain a minimum clearance of ten feet measured from the 

ground level at the base of the sign to the bottom of the sign face. 
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2. An off-premise sign shall have a maximum height not to exceed 50 feet above grade level 
of interstate roadways to the bottom of the sign face and 35 feet above grade level of non-
interstate roadways to the bottom of the sign face, as measured from the centerline of the 
roadway to which the sign is oriented.  In no case, shall the height of a sign exceed the 
maximum height limitation of the zoning district in which it is located. 

E. Spacing for Off-Premise Signs 
1. No off-premise sign may be established within 750 feet of any other off-premise sign, 

measured along the same side of the street or highway to which the sign is oriented. 
2. The spacing between signs does not apply to structures separated by buildings or other 

obstructions in such a manner that only one sign located within the spacing distances is 
visible from the street at any one time. 

3. Spacing from Directional and Official signs.  On-premise signs, or any other signs which 
does not constitute an off-premise sign shall not be counted nor shall measurements be 
made from such signs for the purpose of determining compliance with these spacing 
requirements. 

4. No off-premise sign shall be constructed within 500 feet, measured linearly, along the 
same side of the street from a church, school, playground, park, recreation center, or 
community center. 

5. No billboard shall be constructed within 200 feet, measured linearly, along the same side 
of the street from a residential district. 

6. The minimum distance between off-premise signs shall be measured along the nearest 
edge of the pavement between points directly opposite the center of the signs along each 
side of the highway and shall apply to structures located on the same side of the same 
street or highway. 

F. Setback Requirements 
1. Front - 10 feet 
2. Side -   5 feet 
3. Rear - 5 feet 
4. In no case shall any portion of an off-premise sign overhang into or be placed in the 

public right-of-way unless allowed by the Director of Public Works.  
5. In no case shall any portion of an off-premise sign extend into the required buffer area as 

designed in Section 1347.05. 
G. Illumination (see Section 1345.02.E) 
H. Construction Standards.  All off-premise signs shall be constructed in accordance with the 

building code of the City.  The structural elements of all off-premise signs shall be of steel 
unipole construction.  

  
Section 1345.16 Lighting 
 
In connection with every site plan, the applicant shall submit plans for all proposed exterior lighting. 
These plans shall include the location, type of light, radius of light, manufacturer's specification sheet and 
intensity in foot-candles.  The following designs standards shall be followed. 

A. The style of the light and light standard shall be consistent with the architectural style of the 
principal building. 

B. The maximum height of free-standing lights shall be the same as the principal building, but not 
exceeding twenty-five (25) feet. 

C. All lights shall be shielded to restrict the maximum open angle of the cone of illumination to one 
hundred fifty (150) degrees. 

D. Where lights along property lines would be visible to adjacent residents, the lights shall be 
appropriately shielded. 

E. Spotlight-type fixtures attached to buildings and visible to the public shall be avoided. 
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F. Free-standing lights shall be so located and protected to avoid being easily damaged by vehicles. 
G. Lighting shall be located along streets, parking areas, at intersections, and where various types of 

circulation systems merge, intersect, or split. 
H. Pathways, sidewalks and trails shall be lighted with low or mushroom type standards. 
I. Stairways, and sloping or rising paths, building entrances and exits require illumination. 
J. Lighting shall be provided where buildings are setback or off-set if access is provided at such 

points. 
K. The following intensity in foot-candles shall be provided. 

1. Parking lots - average of 0.5 foot-candles throughout. 
2. Intersections - 3 foot-candles. 
3. Maximum at property lines - 1.0 foot-candle. 
4. In residential areas - average of 0.6 foot-candles. 

 
Section 1345.17 Severability 
 
If any sections, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City 
Council declares that it would have adopted this Sign Ordinance in each section, subsection, sentence, or 
phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or 
phrases be declared invalid. 
 
 
 


