
 

Agenda 

Huntington Board of Zoning Appeals 

Tuesday, October 20, 2026 - 5:30pm 

        

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

3. Approval of the September 2026 Minutes  

4. Approval of the September 2026 Order 

 BZA 26-20 

5.         New Petitions 

 

BZA 26-21 

Petitioner/Property Owner: Phil Howerton, 5545 Porters Fork Rd., Huntington, WV 25704 

Property Location: 315 13th St. W, Huntington, WV 25704 

Issue: A petition to request a conditional use to allow for an Auto Service Station and Repair Shop in an 

I-1 Light Industrial/Commercial District. 

 

BZA 26-22 

Petitioner/Property Owner: Huntington Rising Inc., 901 Jefferson Ave., Huntington, WV 25704 

Property Location: 901 Jefferson Ave., Huntington, WV 25704 

Issue: A petition to request a conditional use to allow for a Redevelopment of a Closed Church in an R-2 

Single-family Residential District.  

 

 

6.  Announcements/Discussion 

 

7. Adjournment  
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Minutes 

City of Huntington Board of Zoning Appeals 

September 15th, 2026 

 

A meeting of the City of Huntington Board of Zoning Appeals was held on September 15th, 

2026 at 5:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers. Mr. Earl called the meeting to order and 

Ms. Parsons confirmed a quorum was present. 

 

Members Present: Whitney Gesner, Dan Earl and Matt Smith 

 

Members Absent: Steven Yates, Sonja Vital and Douglas Franklin 

 

Staff Present: Katie Parsons, Planner I 

Ericka Hernandez, Assistant City Attorney 

 
 

Mr. Earl asked if there were any objections to the minutes from the August meeting, seeing 

none, the minutes were approved.  

 

Mr. Earl asked if there were any objections to the orders from the August meeting, seeing none, 

the orders were approved.  

 

BZA 26-20 

Petitioner/Property Owner: Geez Realty LLC, 1129 28th St., Huntington, WV 25705 

Property Location: 2701 Riverview Ave., Huntington, WV 25702 

Issue: A petition to request a variance of the required prevailing setback in an R-2 Single-Family 

Residential District.   

 

Ms. Parsons read the staff report.  

 

Mr. Earl asked if anyone was present to speak on behalf of the petition and Garry Adaway, 1129 

28th St., Huntington, WV 25705 approached the podium. Mr. Adaway stated that he bought the 

house, and that it needed some renovations and he believed there wasn’t adequate space inside 

the bedrooms of the home. He proposed a 15X30 edition, which would leave approximately 22 

feet to the edge of the slope at the property.  

 

Mr. Earl asked if anyone was present to speak in favor, seeing none. Mr. Earl asked if anyone 

was present to speak in opposition, seeing none. Public comment was closed. 

 

Mr. Earl opened the discussion with the board members.  

 

Ms. Gesner asked staff if there was anything that would be obstructed such as utilities if he 

completed this addition. Ms. Parsons stated she did not believe any utilities would be affected.  
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Ms. Gesner made a motion to approve BZA 26-20. Ms. Smith seconded.  

 

BZA Roll Call: Mr. Smith, Yes; Ms. Gesner, Yes; Mr. Earl, Yes. 

 

BZA 26-20 was approved with a vote of 3 Yes, and 0 No.  

 

Mr. Earl adjourned the meeting at 5:37. 

 

 

Date approved: ________________________  

 

 

Chairperson: __________________________ Prepared by: ______________________________ 

     Dan Earl, Acting Chair       Katie Parsons, Planner I 
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Staff Report:  A petition to request a conditional use to allow for an Auto Service 

and Repair Station Shop in an I-1 Light Industrial/Commercial District.

 

Legal Ad 

BZA 26-21 
Issue: A petition to request a conditional use 

to allow for an Auto Service and Repair 

Station Shop in an I-1 Light 

Industrial/Commercial District. 

 

Petitioner/Property Owner: Phil Howerton, 

5545 Porters Fork Rd., Huntington, WV 

25704  

Property Location: 315 13th St. W, 

Huntington, WV 25704 

Introduction 

The petitioner is requesting a conditional use 

for an Auto Service and Repair Station Shop 

in an I-1 Light Industrial/Commercial 

District.  

 

Existing Conditions / Background 

The proposed location is a small building 

metal building on the most northern edge of 

the parcel at the corner of 13th Street West 

and Virginia Avenue. This location has 

previously been an auto shop for many years. 

Directly to the south of the proposed location 

is a residential structure.  

 

Proposed Conditions 

If the proposed conditional use is approved, 

the petitioner will operate a car shop at the 

proposed location.  

 

Zoning Ordinance  

Per §1320.04, an “Auto Service and Repair 

Station Shop” is only conditionally permitted 

an I-1 Light Industrial/Commercial District. 

 

 

 

 

Conditional Use 

In making its decision, the Board of Zoning 

Appeals shall consider the following: 

 

1. Effect upon the Comprehensive Plan.  

2. Public health, safety, morals, and 

general welfare. 

3. Potential injury to the use and 

enjoyment of other property in the 

immediate vicinity for the purposes 

already permitted. 

4. Effect upon the normal and orderly 

development and improvement of 

surrounding property for uses already 

permitted in the District. 

5. Adequate provisions for utilities, 

access roads, drainage, and other 

necessary facilities. 

6. Adequate ingress and egress so 

designed to minimize traffic 

congestion in the public street. 

 

 

Comprehensive Plan 

Plan2035 designates this area as Light 

Industrial and Commercial, characteristics of 

this area include:  

 

 Medium-sized lots near railroad or 

riverfront 

 Industrial properties that are close to 

residential areas 

 Allows mixed light industrial, 

commercial, and residential uses 

 Transition large industry to smaller 

industrial uses if possible  



 

Pictures

 
View of the petitioned property looking east from 13th Street 

West. 

 

 
View of the petitioned property from the corner of Virginia Ave 

and 13th Street West looking southeast.  

 

 

Staff Comments 

The proposed location has historically been 

known as an auto repair shop with several 

different ones opening and closing over the 

past two decades.  

 

An Auto Service and Repair Station Shop, is 

defined as follows per §1315.02:  

 

“Any structure or premises used primarily for 

the servicing and repair of motor vehicles. 

May include minor repair work – including 

not limited to, oil changes, replacement of 

tires, and replacement of batteries – and 

major repair work – including but not limited 

to motor replacement, body and fender 

repair, or spray painting.”  

 

Staff does not foresee any negative effect on 

the Comprehensive Plan, public health, 

safety, morals and general welfare. Nor does 

staff believe the use would cause any 

potential injury to the use and enjoyment of 

other properties. There is a residential 

structure that is located directly to the right of 

the proposed location when facing the 

property. Other uses in the vicinity are all 

industrial/commercial in nature. 

 

There are no structural changes proposed, 

therefore, there would be no effect to the 

normal and orderly development, utilities, 

roads, drainage or any other necessary 

facilities. There is adequate ingress and 

egress, and minimal traffic is to be expected. 

 

Due to the historical use of this property, and 

nature of the surrounding area, staff 

recommends approval of this conditional use.  

 

 

Summary / Findings of Fact 

1. The petitioner and property owner is 

Phil Howerton. 

2. The proposed location is currently 

zoned I-1 Light Industrial/Commercial 

3. Plan 2035 has this area designated as 

Light Industrial and Commercial. 

 

Attachments 

 Application 

 Aerial map  

 Zoning map 

 Future Land Use map 
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Staff Report: A petition for a conditional use to redevelop a closed school, public 

building, community center or Church.

 

Legal Ad 

BZA 26-22 
Issue: A petition for a conditional use to 

redevelop a closed school, public building, 

community center or Church. 

Petitioner: Huntington Rising Inc., 901 

Jefferson Ave., Huntington, WV 25704 

Property Owner: Huntington Rising Inc., 

P.O. Box 6462, Huntington, WV 25704 

Introduction 

Huntington Rising Inc. is petitioning for a 

conditional use to allow the redevelopment of 

the former Second Presbyterian Church 

located at 901 Jefferson Ave. 

 

Existing Conditions / Background 

The Second Presbyterian Church had its last 

service at this location in May 2026. The 

structure was constructed between 1924 and 

1925. It is a large BeauxArts style brick 

church with a copper-covered dome.  

 

The property is zone R-2 Single-family 

Residential. The immediate surrounding 

neighborhood is also R-2 Single-family 

Residential, except to the south along 

Madison Avenue where the zoning changes 

to R-4 Two-family Residential. 

 

Proposed Conditions 

If approved, the conditional use would allow 

the petitioner to use the structure as a 

nonprofit community center and shared 

community facility. 

 

 

 

Zoning Ordinance  

Per 1320.04, in the R-2 single-family 

Residential District, redevelopment of a 

closed school, public building, community 

center or Church is a conditional use. 

 

Conditional Use 

In making its decision, the Board of Zoning 

Appeals shall consider the following: 

 

1. Effect upon the Comprehensive Plan.  

2. Public health, safety, morals, and 

general welfare. 

3. Potential injury to the use and 

enjoyment of other property in the 

immediate vicinity for the purposes 

already permitted. 

4. Effect upon the normal and orderly 

development and improvement of 

surrounding property for uses already 

permitted in the District. 

5. Adequate provisions for utilities, 

access roads, drainage, and other 

necessary facilities. 

6. Adequate ingress and egress so 

designed to minimize traffic 

congestion in the public street. 

 

Redevelopment of a Closed Church 

Additionally, the Board of Zoning Appeals 

shall consider the following when 

determining whether to grant a Conditional 

Use to a petitioner seeking to redevelop a 

closed Church: 

 



1. The redevelopment serves the 

community or is imperceptible to the 

residential properties nearby;  

2. The new development must preserve 

the historic character of the structure 

and maintain the development 

standards to be in line with the 

residential district character;   

3. No negative noise and/or traffic may 

be created due to the reuse of the 

commercial structure;  

4. A redevelopment of a community or 

public use may be extended 

throughout a building provided the 

size of the structure is not increased;  

5. Signage: Minimal or unobtrusive to 

the residential character and scaled for 

the pedestrian; and  

6. Parking: Reasonable accommodations 

to the required parking standards in 

Section 1343 may be requested during 

the public hearing process based on the 

following:  

a) Alternative transportation 

accommodations be improved such 

as sidewalk repair or bicycle 

parking,  

b) Shared parking on nearby lots at 

complimentary times,  

c) Special considerations regarding 

uses. 

Pictures

View of property looking south from Jefferson Avenue. 

 

View of property looking southeast from Jefferson Avenue. 

 

 
View of property looking southwest from intersection of 

Jefferson Avenue and 9th Street W. 

 



View looking west along Jefferson Avenue. 

View looking east along Jefferson Avenue. 

View of property from corner of Madison Ave. and 9th St. W. 

 

Staff Comments 

Plan2035 designates this area as Traditional 

Residential, which is characterized by: 

 A mix of housing types and uses 

interspersed throughout the primarily 

residential area 

 A medium density of single-family 

and two-family homes between 6 and 

11 units per acre 

 Smaller lots with grid streets where 

parking primarily enters from the alley 

 Sidewalks throughout 

 Residential density per acre increase in 

areas near transition or busier corridors 

 New development is incremental and 

designed to infill into the prevailing 

architectural standards of the district 

 Commercial uses are sparse and with 

conditions 

 

The purpose of Section 1341.51 

Redevelopment of Closed School, Public 

Building, Community Center, or Church, is to 

provide options for redevelopment of 

community and public structures that are 

surrounded by residential structures and 

within residential zones and to protect the 

residential character of the area without 

allowing these structures to become 

abandoned and dilapidated and adversely 

impacting the built environment and quality 

of life within the immediate area. 

 

The proposed use is compatible with the 

building’s historic church and assembly use. 

The petitioner has proposed reinvesting in the 

neighborhood while preserving a historic 

structure. They propose providing 

community programs, offices, art, recreation 

and assembly space.  

 

The petitioner has taken into consideration 

their location and has proposed that activities 

will be scheduled and managed to limit 



exterior noise, lighting, deliveries and late-

night impact. Additionally, they have taken 

into consideration their available parking, 

both on-site and off, and will be encouraging 

alternative transportation methods as well as 

scheduling to avoid concentrated arrivals and 

departures. 

 

Petitioner intends that any new signage will 

be modest and compatible with the historic 

building and zoning code. 

 

Staff recommends that the Board approve 

this conditional use. 

 

Summary / Findings of Fact 

1. Huntington Rising Inc. is the petitioner 

and property owner. 

2. The petitioner is requesting a conditional 

use to permit the redevelopment of a 

closed school, public building, 

community center or Church. 

3. The property is currently zoned R-2 

Single-family Residential District. 

4. The property is surrounded on three sides 

by R-2 Single-family Residential District 

and to the south by R-4 Two-family 

Residential District.  

5. The petitioner is proposing to use a 

portion of the structure as a nonprofit 

community center and shared community 

facility. 

6. The structure is historic; constructed 

between 1924 and 1925. 

7. The property has an eight (8) space 

parking lot and designated on-street 

parking along the sides of the building. 

8. Existing entrances and street access will 

remain. 

 

Attachments 

 Application 

 Aerial map  

 Zoning map 

 Future Land Use map 
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