
Sediment is the most

common pollutant in

streams and rivers. 

Sediment is loose sand,

clay, silt, or other soil

particles.

Erosion is the movement

of loose sediment. 

Sediment can

accumulate in

stormwater runoff- which

flows untreated into our

streams and rivers. 

What can you Do? 

Keep soils covered; plant grass, use mulch, or

rocks. 

Use sediment and erosion controls if you do have

exposed soil areas; like silt fence, wattle, or straw

matting. 

Notify HSU if you see sediment on streets or

entering stream. 

 

SEDIMENT
& WHY IT IS BAD

FOR WATER
QUALITY

The most

concentrated

sediment release

comes from

construction

activities that

leave exposed

soils. 

Sediment can destroy aquaitc

habitats.

Murky water prevents aquatic

vegetation from growing. 

Sediment can cause stream

bank erosion. 

Sediment can make drinking

water taste or smell bad. 

Sediment can bring excessive

nutrients into the water and

cause blue-green algal

blooms. 

Why is sediment a problem? 

CONTACT HSU: 304-942-2525
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Silt Fence 

Inlet Protection 

Construction Exit
 

Wattles

Temporary or Permanant
Seeding 

Preserving Existing
Vegetation
Protective fencing should be installed anytime
existing natural vegetation is to be preserved. THis
will keep heavy equipment from damaging protected
plants. 

Construction exit should be no less than 70 feet
(except on a single residence lot where a 30 foot
minimum length would apply).  width should be a
minimum of 10 feet and the Thickness should be 6
inches depth. Geotextile fabric shall be placed over
the entire area prior to the placing of stone

Vegetation controls erosion by reducing the velocity
and the volume (by increasing infiltration) of over
land flows. Soil stockpiles must be stabilized and
protected also. all graded areas that are at final
grade must be seeded and mulched within 7 days.

 sediment trapping device like wattle, erosion eel,
or silt fence shall be constructed as one of the

first steps in grading.  These need to be inspected
after rain events or every week. Sediment should

be removed when it reaches 50 % of the fence.

Storm drain inlets shall be protected  during
construction. Inlets should be inspected weekly at
a minimum and daily during storm events. Inlet
protection devices should be cleaned or removed
and replaced before six inches of sediment can
accumulate. 


